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ignore the hereditary influences which make themselves felt in
the intellectual and moral development of any child. In sup-
port of their case they rightly point to institutions such as the
Barnardo Homes to show what good nurture and education
can effect for children of unpromising antecedents. But here-
dity still steps in, saying, "Thus far shalt thou go and no
further." Gal ton and his followers, taking the opposite view
from the Herbartians, preached the importance of heredity.
We are presented with unsavoury family histories, industri-
ously investigated on the other side of the Atlantic, which are
expected to convince us that all our educational efforts are
powerless to alter by one jot or one tittle the destiny that has
been decided by heredity. But Nunn points out that both the
Herbartians and the Galtonians err in regarding the child as
something to be moulded, in the one case by education, in the
other by heredity. He urges what is really the Lamarckian
view once more, that the principal factor in the process of de-
velopment is the child himself, and that he can make what use
he will of his hereditary endowment and his educational op-
portunities. Nurture does not determine his development any
more than environment determines evolution; as for heredity,
that is not a force outside the child himself, for " the organism
and its inheritance are, to begin with, one and the same." x
The most important application of the fact of evolution to
educational theory and practice is undoubtedly the doctrine
of recapitulation, which may be summarized in the somewhat
startling statement that the individual in his own lifetime
recapitulates his racial evolution. As MacBride has put it,
"It looks as if certain animals passed through the condition
of being other animals before they developed into their own
true selves." 2 It is a daring assumption, but it is accepted
by all naturalists. Evidence in its favour is rightly regarded
as evidence for the fact of evolution; and the fact of recapitula-
tion is one of the main sources of our knowledge of the past
history of man.
Recapitulation is the only hypothesis which will explain
1 Thomson and Gcddcs, Evolution, p. 114.
1 Evolution^ p. 37.